
U.S. Army Military History Institute     Military Service-Retirement 
Collections Division 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
27 Feb 2009 
 
 
 

MILITARY RETIREMENT OVERVIEW 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources…..p.1 
Pre-20th Century 
-US Evolution…..p.1 
-US First…..p.2 
-Other…..p.2 
20th Century.....p.3 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Biderman, Albert D.  "The Retired Military."  Handbook of Military Institutions.  Beverly Hills, CA: 

Sage, 1971.  pp. 123-63.  U102I65. 
A group analysis, some history, and a bibliography. 

 
"Comparison of U.S., Allied Retirement Difficult."  Army Times  (30 Jan 1984):  pp. 12 & 14.  Per. 

Compares major characteristics of 7 nations' systems. 
 
“History of the War Department Army Retiring Board.”  Wash, DC?:  Typescript, 1945.  UB443H57. 
 
Williams, Timothy A.  “The Warrior Unhorsed:  Politics of Large-Scale Officer Retirement.”  PhD dss, 

U NC, 1964.  307 p.  UB413W55. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies in Pay. 
 
 
 
 
PRE 20TH CENTURY-EVOLUTION OF U.S. SYSTEM, 1861-1901 
 
Coffman, Edward M.  The Old Army:  A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898. 

NY:  Oxford, 1986.  pp. 99 & 232-33.  UA25C62. 
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Foner, Jack D.  The United States Soldier Between Two Wars:  Army Life and Reforms, 1865-98. 

NY:  Humanities, 1970.  p. 84.  U766F65. 
 
Ganoe, William A.  The History of the United States Army.  NY:  Appleton, 1926.  pp. 262, 280 & 366. 

E181G17. 
 
U.S. Army.  Judge Advocate General.  The Military Laws of the United States.  4th ed.  Wash, DC: 

GPO, 1901.  pp. 489-90 & 515-17.  UB500.1901.A11. 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  FIRST U.S. ARMY RETIREE 
 
The first person to retire under the provision of the 3 Aug 1861 Act of Congress authorizing retirement 
after 40 years service appears to have been Colonel Francis Belton, 4th U.S. Cavalry.  See: 
 
US Military Laws, UB500.1863.A11, p. 484. 
 
US War Dept Special Order No. 242, 9 Sep 1861, Para. 8. 
 
Army Register, 1862, p. 78. 
 
 
Incidentally, the Commanding General of the Army, Winfield, Scott, retired under the same act on 1 Nov 
1861 (see Register, 1862, p. 53). 
 
 
 
 
OTHER 
 
Black, Wm G., Jr.  "The Military Origins of Federal Social Welfare Programs:  Early British and 

Colonial American Precedents."  PhD dss, U MN, 1989.  230 p.  UB370B52. 
See Chaps 4-6. 

 
Great Britain.  Royal Commission on Army Promotion and Retirement.  Abstract of the Report of the 

Royal Commission....  London:  Harrison, 1876.  134 p.  UB415G7A5. 
 
White, Virgil D., ed.  Index to Indian Wars Pension Files, 1892-1926.  Waynesboro, TN:  Nat Hist Pub, 

1987.  E81I37. 
List w/concise data of pensioners, including Indian Scouts, etc. 
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20TH CENTURY 
 
Assoc of US Army.  Military Compensation and Retirement:  A Response to the Recommendations of 

the President's Commission on Military Compensation.  Report, 1978.  24 p.  UC74A59. 
 
Armistead, Paul T.  “Retired Military Leaders in American Business.”  PhD dss, TX, 1967.  281 p. 

UB440A76. 
 
Bruce, Joe B.  "A Study of Career and Retirement Satisfactions for Retired Military Officers."  Paper, 

1975.  111 p.  UB357B78. 
 
Kaufman, Louis.  “The Suitability of Retired Army Officers For Middle Management Positions in 

Industry.”  D.B.A. dss, Southern CA, 1964.  166 p.  UB443K38. 
 
Lenz, Allen J.  “Military Retirement and Income Maximization:  An Examination of the Economic 

Incentives to Extended Military Service.”  PhD dss, Stanford, 1967.  322 p.  UB323L46. 
 
McNeil, John S., [et al.].    Military Retirement:  Social, Economic, and Mental Health Dilemmas.   

Totowa, NJ:  Rowman & Alanheld, 1983.  139 p.  UB443M36. 
 
Military Retirement:  A Primer.  Arlington, VA:  AUSA, 1984.  16 p.  UB413.3M54. 
 
_____.  DOD Proposal for a Uniformed Services Retirement Benefits Act with Comments by AUSA. 

Wash, DC:  AUSA, 1979.  7 p.  UB373D62. 
 
Nesenholtz, David.  "Early Retirement':  Is it Worth the Price?"  Military Review  (Jul 1972):  pp. 23-35. 

Per. 
 
Reardan, John D.  “Provision for the Post-Bellum Army.”  Infantry Journal  (Dec 1918)  pp. 508-12.  Per. 
 
Retirement from the Armed Forces.  Harrisburg, PA:  Mil Srv Pub, 1958.  431 p.  UB413M5. 

Guidebook. 
 
Retirement from the Armed Forces; Complete and Reliable Information for Those Who Have Retired or 

Some Day Will Retire, From the Service.  Harrisburg, PA, 1958.  431 p.  UB413M5. 
 
Snyder, Wm P.  "Military Retirees:  A Portrait of the Community."  Armed Forces & Society 

(Summer 1994):  pp. 581-98.  Per. 
 
Tillman, Stephen F.  Pension and Retirement Rights.  Booklet, 1958.  60 p.  UB373T55. 
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U.S. Dept of Defense.  Defense.  Annual almanac issue (Sep/Oct).  Per. 

Includes statistical sec on retirees. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Committee to Study Retirement Legislation and Policies.  Report, Wash, DC, 1944.  

UB413.3U6. 
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